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News from the Science-Technology Division
Science-Technology Division

Helen Josephine, Chair

The objectives of the Science-Technology Division shall be to draw together those members of the Special Libraries Association
having an interest in the role of library and information science as applied to the recording, retrieval and dissemination of knowledge
and information in all areas of science and technology, and to promote and improve the communication, dissemination and use of
such knowledge for the benefit of libraries and their users.’

It’s a wrap for my year as chair and
program planner for the Science-Technology Division. As the chair and with
the help and support of the board and
the committee chairs, we provided
eight programs at the 2014 San Deigo
annual conference, plus a continuing
education workshop on patent research and a post-conference tour. At
the annual conference in San Diego,
we also awarded four travel stipends
to new and international members,
provided mentoring and a newcomers
lunch and honored our members with
the Sci-Tech Achievement Award (Joe
Kraus) and the Impossible Award (Susan Shepherd). Outside of the annual
conference, we co-sponsored a webinar on predatory publishing with the
Silicon Valley Chapter and appointed
an assistant editor for STN.
I particularly want to commend the
Sci-Tech Committee Chairs and committee members who work on projects
throughout the year, provide awards
and professional development opportunities, welcome new members and
contribute articles to STN. Nevenka,
as incoming Chair, is currently working on the programs and events at
the 2014 Vancouver Conference. For
2014, instead of our Annual Awards
Breakfast and Business Meeting, we
will be holding a virtual, web business
meeting before the conference in May
2014 and then hosting an evening reception on Sunday, June 8, 2014 from
7:30-9:00 pm to thank our members
and honor our award winners. NevenSciTech News
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ka will be sending out more details
on this event and all of the other programs planned for Vancouver via the
listserv and the next issue of STN.
Roger Beckman, chair of the Archives
Committee has digitized the issues of
SciTech News he received from Martha
Kirby dating between 1966 and 1987.
A library school intern, Margaret Janz,
cut them apart and scanned them
and the PDFs have been sent to STN
for posting with the current issues.
Sixty-five issues (starting with vol.
20, issue 2 through vol. 41, issue 4)
were digitized. Unlike the more current STN issues, theses older volumes
are one PDF file per issue. Roger is
still seeking newsletters issues before
volume 20 as well as a few issues between volume 20 (1966) and volume
40 (1986). If you have any issues to
contribute, contact Roger (beckmanr@
indiana.edu).
This year we had both new and longstanding members step up to chair
committees. Janet Hughes is the new
chair of the Awards Committee, Mary
Frances Lembo is the new chair of the
Professional Development Committee, Anna Ren is the new chair of the
Membership Committee and Heather
Lewin is the new chair of the Student
Relations Committee. In addition,
Sue Brewsbaugh is continuing as chair
of the Strategic Planning Committee
and Bill Jacobs is continuing as chair of
the Public Relations Committee. If you
would like to volunteer to work on any
of these committees, please contact
5
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the chair listed above.
For 2014, I will continue to work with
the Sci-Tech Division as past chair and
chair of the Vendor Relations Committee. The Board has also created a
new position for our division, Program
Planner, to develop the programs and
events for the 2015 Boston Conference
in consultation with the chair-elect
and other members of the board.
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Thanks again for your membership
and your trust. I think with your help
and volunteer spirit, our division will
continue to grow and provide professional development opportunities for
our members in 2014 and beyond.
Helen Josephine
2013 Chair
Science-Technology Division

SciTech News
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Sci-Tech Division: Candidates for Chair-Elect & Secretary

The Candidates for Chair-Elect and
Secretary
We would like Sci-Tech Division members to vote for the Chair-Elect and
the Secretary of the Division this year.
For more information about the candidates, please visit http://scitech.sla.
org/2013/11/the-c
 andidates-f or-chair-
elect-and-secretary/ or see the biographies of the candidates below.
Sci-Tech Division members will receive a direct email with the URL of
the voting location. (For the members
who don’t have any or a valid email
address registered with SLA, you will
receive a letter in the mail with the
URL.)
Please vote by Monday, December 9,
2013. I will send out a reminder email
before the deadline.
Candidate for Chair-Elect Sheila
Rosenthal
Sheila is currently a
Senior Librarian and
member of the Library Faculty at Carnegie Mellon University
(CMU). Since 2004
she has held the
position of Manager
of Library Services at
the Carnegie Mellon
Software Engineering
Institute (SEI) Library, where she has
SciTech News
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been employed for the past twenty six
years. The SEI Library is part of Corporate and Technical Communications
within the SEI and operates independently from the Carnegie Mellon University Libraries. In June 2002, Sheila
received the University
Libraries’Faculty Achievement Award
for Excellence in Customer Satisfaction.
Sheila is very active in the Special Libraries Association (SLA). In the Pittsburgh Chapter of SLA, Sheila served
as Secretary from 1998-2000 and was
Chapter Archivist from 2002-2008.
She served as the Chair of the Awards
Committee for the Science-Technology
Division since 2007 and is the incoming chair of their International Affairs
Committee beginning in
2014.
Sheila is confident that her experience
as Manager of the SEI Library for the
past 10 years as well as the positions
she has held within SLA, make her a
very strong candidate for Chair-Elect
of the Science-Technology Division.
___________________________
Candidates for Secretary
Tom Moskal
Tom earned his B.S. in Biology from
the University of Maryland, College
Park, and his DVM from the VA-MD Regional College of Veterinary Medicine
in Blacksburg, VA. Prior to and since
becoming a veterinarian, Tom has
7
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Candidates for Secretary
Tom Moskal
Tom earned his
B.S. in Biology from
the University of
Maryland, College
Park, and his DVM
from the VA-MD
Regional College of
Veterinary Medicine
in Blacksburg, VA.
Prior to and since
becoming a veterinarian, Tom has
been interested in studying nature
from a zoological viewpoint.He has
worked with many species of birds,
reptiles and mammals including
whooping cranes, Andean condors,
rattlesnakes, and monkeys. His favorite scientific interests include comparative biology, comparative medicine,
virology, entomology, ornithology, cell
biology and immunology.
This year Tom completed his MLIS
online from Drexel University’s iSchool
with a concentration in digital libraries
and digital library technologies. As a
newly-minted information professional
Tom’s interests are in museum librarianship (medical or natural history),
clinical medical librarianship, building
digital libraries, working with emerging
technologies, bibliometrics, network
analysis using mapping, management of information organizations, and
outcomes-based assessment of library
programs.
Tom’s extracurricular interests include
travel, travel photography, art history
and music.
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Anna Ren
Anna has master’s degrees in
both Mechanical Engineering and Library
and Information
Sciences and is
currently an Engineering Librarian and Operation Manager of the Seeley G. Mudd
Library at Northwestern University.
In her position, she supports collection, research, and instruction related
to all engineering disciplines taught
at Northwestern University, manages
daily operation of the circulation unit,
and handles facility related issues.
Anna has been a member of SLA since
1996 and active in the Sci-Tech Division. She has served on numerous
committees during the past 16 years,
including Chair of the Networking
Committee, Communications Committee, Auditor, e-Discussion Listserv
Manager, Webmaster, SLA Ethics Ambassador, and as a member of the
Awards Committee, Nominations
and Elections Committee, Membership
Committee, and the Vendor Relations
committee.
Anna received the 2008 Science-Technology Achievement Award for her
outstanding service and contribution
to the Science-Technology Division of
SLA.
Anna is excited by the opportunity to
become more involved with the Division as Secretary and to give back to
SLA, since she has benefited greatly as
a member.
SciTech News
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Science-Technology Division - Member Profile
Featured Member:
Joe Kraus
Collections & E-Resources Analysis
Librarian
University of Denver
MLS from University of Maryland,
College Park
Member of SLA since 1994
Tell us why you wanted to become
a librarian.
The short answer is because I like to
help others find the information that
they need. I also like learning about
and using technological devices that
can help people access more information in ways that are better suited to
them. For the longer version, I wrote
up how I found librarianship here,
http://www.nuthingbut.net/2009/12/
how-i-found-librarianship.html
What are some of your interests
outside of librarianship?
Every once in a while, I like to go
skiing with my child (but he likes to
snowboard), golf, go camping, and
sometimes take the telescope out for
some observing. I also like to explore
different styles and types of beer, but I
am just a moderate beer drinker; I am
definitely not a beer snob.
What was your background before
you became a Collection Development librarian?
I am currently the Collections & EResources Analysis Librarian at the
University of Denver (DU). I had been
a general science and engineering
librarian for 14 years at DU before I
transitioned to this new role last year.
SciTech News
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Before DU, I was at George Mason
University as their Engineering Librarian from 1995 to early 1998.
Tell us a little bit about your current position.
I work with the Collection Development Team to evaluate usage statistics for many of the packages that we
subscribe to. I also work with some of
the E-Resources staff to troubleshoot
access problems and to address other
technical service issues.
What organizations are you involved in?
In addition to the Sci-Tech Division of
SLA (I am the Past-Past-Chair right
now) , I am also involved with the Academic Division this year. I helped the
Academic Division create the Scholarly
Communication Section, and we are
going to have our first session at the
2014 SLA Conference in Vancouver. I
try to stay active in the Rocky Mountain Chapter of SLA. Besides SLA, I
have been involved with organizing the
STELLA Unconferences (http://stellagroup.wordpress.com/) and I enjoy attending the Science Online Conference
(http://scienceonline.com/) in North
Carolina when I get the chance. I am
also a member of ALA and ACRL, but it
has been a while since I have attended
one of those two conferences.
What do you find most interesting
about your work?
When I evaluate usage data, I like
determining which packages get used,
and which are underutilized. This
helps us figure out our value for the
9
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money.
What do you think is the most
interesting issue in librarianship
today?
The most important issue that librarians face today is the serials crisis,
and that has turned into the scholarly
communications crisis. Libraries have
done a great job of providing information and services to their patrons (or
clients or customers or students or
whatever you want to call the people
that we serve). However, during the
course of our mediation, we have also
shielded our patrons from the cost of
the information and services they are
receiving. A small number of patrons
may know the budget of the library in
total, and most patrons do not know
the cost to the library of any specific
article, journal, database, chapter, or
book that they are using. Some publishers have learned to take advantage
of the situation by continually raising their prices, since libraries are not
as price sensitive as individual purchasers of information. In any case,
the situation has gotten really out of
whack, and this is providing librarians
an opportunity to discuss the situation
with more or our patrons, researchers, scholars and students. This is the
main reason I have been an advocate
for greater open access to scholarship.

projects that are small steps in LIS
publishing, but many small steps after
several years can lead to a good distance. The newest big challenge for
me is to help the Journal of Creative
Library Practice (http://creativelibrarypractice.org/) grow over the next
couple of years.
What advice would you give a new
member of SLA, or a new Librarian?
I recommend that new members and
new librarians read widely to gather
information and perspectives from
as wide a network as possible. Read
outside of the profession. When you
first attend a local, regional or national
conference, it can be tough to walk
into a room where it seems like everybody knows everybody else, but that is
probably not the case. Just go in and
make small talk and chit chat even if
you are nervous. You will not die. The
profession needs new viewpoints and
fresh eyes to solve old problems more
than ever.
*Format of column and interview
question ideas derived from Medical Library Association News Bulletin, member spotlight section.

What has been your biggest professional challenge?
At work, I try to keep up with a mountain of email each day. I have employed a variety of time and personal
information management tricks and
tools, and some have worked better than others. As an open access
advocate, I have worked on several
10
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Science-Technology Division New Members
Submitted by Sarah Oelker, Membership Committee Chair, Science-Technology Division
The Science-Technology Division welcomes its new members:
Geraldine Clement-Stoneham
Epsom
United Kingdom

Kelli Trei
Decatur, IL
USA

Dorothea Coiffe
New York, NY
USA
Christy Confetti-Higgins
Longmont, CO
USA
Nicole Dutton
Somerville, MA
USA
Rebecca Fernandez
Antonio, TX
USA
Loren Hackett
Englewood, CO
USA
Gabriele Hysong
Indianapolis, IN
USA
Hope Lappen
Alexandria, VA
USA
Kathleen McGlaughlin
Greenbelt, MD
USA
Thomas Moskal
Ellicott City, MD
USA
Vincent Scovetta
Coram, NY
USA
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